
All Saints  

Faith Formation 

 



 
Welcome to the 2009-2010 

Faith Formation Year!   
 

We, your catechists and 
directors, look forward to working 
with you and the Holy Spirit this 
year to further develop the love 

of God and the knowledge of the 
faith in the children of All Saints 

Parish. May God be with you  
this year and always! 

 
Mandie DeVries, Liz Stone,  

& All Saints Parish Catechists 



GUIDELINES FOR PARENTS 
 

ñParents have the first responsibility for the 
education of their children in the faith, prayer, 
and all virtues.  They have the duty to provide 
as far as possible for the physical and spiritual 
needs of their children.ò  CCC 2252 

 
Formation of children is done primarily at home; even the best 
catechesis program can only supplement what you are doing 
as parents at home.  Remember ñyour actions speak louder 
than wordsò.  It is imperative that children see consistent 
virtuous living, and faith practices modeled in which they can 
participate.  Regular Sunday worship, catechesis, and family 
prayer will help your children grow in a relationship with our 
loving Triune God.   

 

Youth Faith Formation Class and RCIC begin promptly at 9am 
on Sunday and 3:45, 5:15 & 7:00 pm on Wednesday nights in 
the classroom 

  

Students should not arrive until 15 minutes before class 
but should be in their assigned seat for the start of class. 
Families are welcome to pray each week with us for the 
student lead Evening Prayer which is held the last 10 
minutes of class. 
Students should enter through the main south doors 
upstairs and wait in the open area until directed to their 
classroom. 
Traffic is one way entering from the East, driving around 
the circle to let children off on the passenger side, then 
out the West entrance. 
Please do not park in the circle drive.  
Please watch for all children. 
If you will be late or your child(ren) will 
not be attending please call to notify 
Mandie before 4 pm.  

 



Class dismisses at 10:15am, 5:00, 6:30 & 8:15 pm  
    Students exit through the south main doors on  

 the upper level. 
You are welcome to enter the building to wait for 
your children at 15 minutes before class ends. 
Parents of children in Catechesis of the Good 
Shepherd classes should meet their child at the 
classroom and accompany their children to the car 
unless an older sibling can walk with them ïplease 
do not go downstairs until the end of class as it 
is distracting for classes in session.  
Please be prompt in picking up your children. 
If you will be late please call to notify the director. 

 
Cancellations due to Weather  
In the event of severe weather, classes may  

be cancelled.  If Saydel School cancels classes or 
dismisses early due to weather, All Saints Faith 
Formation will automatically be cancelled.  Listen for 
reports of school cancellations on radio and TV.   
 
Attendance  
ñIt is a policy of the All Saints Pastoral Council that 
perfect attendance at Religious 
Education classes as well as weekend 
Eucharist is expected of all students.ò 
Please notify the parish office if your 
child will be absent, arriving or leaving 
late or early. 
Parents are welcome to visit their childôs class any 
time.  Please contact your childôs catechist before 
class. 
Students are not encouraged to bring friends or 
guests.  If they do, you must contact your childôs 
catechist before the class. 
No gum, candy, food or drinks of any kind are 
permitted.  Also, no toys, MP3s, cell phones, palms,  

CANCEL 



      weapons (toy or real), comic books, or sporting 
      equipment are allowed to be brought to class.   

Students should dress in clean, appropriate attire 
(church clothes) and act with courtesy and respect at all 
times. 
Students should use the bathroom before class and 
after class, not during instruction time. 
Students should come prepared for class with their book 
and bag. 

 
o Care should be taken with textbooks 

as we would like to reuse the books 
each year.  If a family desires to keep 
their childôs textbook, please let your 
catechist know. 

o A family page or at home questions are usually 
included in each lesson to aid in learning at 
home, please use these. 

o Notes from catechists or the director will be 
posted on the easel in the gathering space 
AND emailed home. If you have email, please 
make sure you are on the list!  

 
Behavior Guidelines  

Everyone is to be treated courteously and with 
respect including other children, catechists, 
volunteers, and parents. 
Students will come to class prepared to learn 
and willing to participate in activities.  No student will be  

 allowed to interfere with the learning and 
 participation of other students. 

No loud talking, yelling, or running in the building. 
Respect the authority of the catechist and other staff. 
Respect all property and share in the care of your 
classroom. 

 
 



Breach of Discipline   
Consistent discipline is the training that develops self- control, 
character, orderly conduct, and acceptance and respect of 
appropriate authority.  A breach of discipline is  any conduct of 
students which interferes with the educational program, learning, 
or welfare of other students and will not be tolerated.  Examples 
of breach of discipline: 

 
Verbal outbursts disrupting class or resulting  
in a loss of self control. 
Open defiance involving refusal to conform  

      to the rules, regulations, or directions. 
Profane and obscene language, material, or 
gestures. 
Personal misbehavior such as threats, harassments, 
intimidation, or extortion. 
Display of racial bigotry or intolerance. 
Willful destruction of parish or othersô property. 
Setting fires or pulling false alarms. 
Physical attack on others or threat of physical violence. 
The use, possession, purchase, or sale of alcohol, 
tobacco, drug, or paraphernalia promoting such. 
Possession of weapons such as guns, knives, fireworks, 
or other dangerous objects or look-alikes. 

 
 

Discipline Correction Procedure  
Magic 1,2,3 by Dr. Thomas Phelan will 
be used in the classroom: It is basically a 
3 strikes and youôre out format. 
A time out will be given usually for first-
time offenders.  Consequences escalate 
from there with the final action of correction to be a 
conference with all involved, including the Pastor and then 
possibly expulsion. 
Actions such as fighting, danger to others, insubordination, 
or insolence will result in removal from the scene and an 
immediate parent phone call to come and get the child.   

3 STRIKES AND  

YO
Uô
RE
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UT
!

 



High School Youth Group  
High School students will meet 
Wednesday nights from 7:00-8:15 pm 
in the Youth Room. 
Youth Group students can bring a 
friend with them as long as all rules are 
followed and all people are respected.   
Private things that are told in the Youth Room will remain 
private unless this confidentiality could possibly result in 
harm to youth or another. 
Other activities will be available throughout the year 
outside of Wednesday night meetings.  A permission form 
will need to be completed for your child to attend extra-
class time activities.   
Consult office or Youth Leaders for Youth Group events 
and for more information and/or permission forms. 

 
Youth Participation at Monthly Mass  
Your child/ren will be asked to participate in a youth led mass 
once per year, as detailed in the Faith Formation Calendar that 
was sent home. Please help us to instill the importance of mass 
participation by bringing your child to mass every weekend.  
Celebrating mass and participating in the music is an important 
way to celebrate and participate and give to the community 
 
Children who have not received 1st Sacraments of 
Reconciliation and/or Eucharist  

If your child is older than 2nd grade and has not received the 
Sacrament of Baptism, 1st Reconciliation or Eucharist, please 
contact the Mandie DeVries at 515-265-5001 x 201 or 
mandie@dmallsaints.org. Please be aware that your child must 
have at least 1 full year of formation (either at All Saints or 
another Catholic Church) before he/she  may enter a preparation 
year for reception of First Eucharist and Reconciliation. In 
accordance with the rules of the diocese we will adhere to this 
directive.  If you have any questions please just ask. 

 
 



 Making Faith Connections with  
Your Children 

 
CLASS TIME 

 
 Pre K - 3

nd
 grade:  

Catechesis of the Good Shepherd is a hands on 
learning experience based on the life of Jesus.  In 
the program students will be taught how to learn on 
their own and at their own pace.  CGS uses 
materials to help the children understand more 
deeply what we are doing in the 

celebration of mass as well as in the 
scriptures. Pre-K and K students study 
about Jesus as the ñGood Shepherdò and 
1

st
 and 3

nd 
grade students learn about 

Jesus as the ñTrue Vineò.  Our instructors 
have been rigorously trained in a 
Montessori-style learning model for this program.   

 
 Preparation for First

 
Reconciliation and First Communion 

will take place in the ñAtriumò of the Good Shepherd as well 
as in some supplemental workshop/learning events.  
Parents of 2

nd
 graders will attend these supplemental 

learning events with their child.  
 

4
rd

 grade - 7
th

 grade:  
Students will study the textbook series 
entitled ñOur Call to Faith.ò  This series 
looks at the same topics every year at an 
age appropriate level.  Supplemental 
activities and projects are an integral part of 
this text-book based curriculum. 
 
 


